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SELLAFIELD TRAVEL PLAN 

 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to share information about the recently 
submitted Sellafield Travel Plan and to consider the proposed 
response from the Council. 

1.2 The travel plan describes the company’s approach to the transport and 
movement of people, goods and materials in West Cumbria; seeking to 
establish transport and travel planning principles that can guide future 
planning applications submitted by Sellafield Limited.  It also raises 
opportunities to work with the Council to develop transport 
infrastructure improvements within West Cumbria. 

1.3 The Council’s response to the Travel Plan has been provided as 
Appendix A to this report. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The Sellafield Travel Plan proposes a number of actions that will help 
to tackle transport issues relating to Sellafield Limited, promote the 
move of staff off-site and benefit sustainable modes of transport. 

2.2 These improvements, if taken forward, will help to support the 
following Council Plan outcomes: 

 People in Cumbria are healthy and safe 
 Places in Cumbria are well-connected and thriving 
 The economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone 

 
 



 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That Cumbria County Council Local Committee for Copeland; 
 

 Notes the content of the Sellafield Travel Plan 

 Endorses the proposed County Council response to the plan, which is 
attached as Appendix 1 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Sellafield Limited (SL) has prepared a travel plan that describes the 
company’s approach to the transport and movement of people, goods and 
materials in West Cumbria.  The company plans to continue to move people 
off the Sellafield site that do not need to be based there and to provide 
alternative transport choices and more sustainable transport modes for all 
those involved in working at Sellafield.  

4.2 The plan sets out objectives, targets, actions and measures that are 
designed to reduce the transport impacts on the local road network 
particularly on the A595 North of the site.  The plan also seeks to minimise 
the number of privately owned and single occupancy vehicles travelling to 
the site and to off-site premises and to promote the use of more sustainable 
modes of transport.  This should lead to reductions in carbon emissions, 
congestion and air pollution, and encourage healthier lifestyles. 

4.3 The plan commits the company to realistic, but ambitious targets and 
continues the progress that has been made over the last three years in 
reducing vehicle numbers, moving people off site and encouraging the use 
of buses and trains.  The plan also commits SL to working with the local 
authorities and other stakeholders to develop sustainable transport options 
and reduce the number of Sellafield vehicles on the road.   

4.4 The targets in the plan (February 2020 to February 2023) include the 
following: 

 reducing vehicles entering Sellafield each day from over 6,000 to 
between 4,000 & 5,000 

 increase sustainable forms of travel by 10% 

 increase park and ride capacity from 750 to over 1,200 spaces (60%). 

 Reduce contractors’ vehicles entering the site from 700 to 600 per day 
(14%). 

4.5 The Plan has been submitted to Copeland Borough Council (CBC) for 
approval on 7 December 2020, in order to discharge a planning condition 
relating to Yottenfews Car Park.  Cumbria County Council has been 
consulted by CBC and will be responding in line with its views on the travel 
plan that are set out in the proposed response (Appendix 1). 

4.6 The plan seeks to establish transport and travel planning principles that can 
guide future planning applications submitted by SL.  It also shows a 



 

commitment on the part of SL to work with the Council to develop transport 
infrastructure improvements, including: 

 Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans 

 Cumbrian Coast Line railway business case 

 Station improvements 

 A595, including Whitehaven Relief Road 

 Port of Workington (development of the masterplan and exploring 
increased use of the port) 

 Bus priority routes along the A595 and provision of additional bus 
stops and shelters 

5.0 OPTIONS 

5.1 Option 1: to accept the recommendations and endorse the proposed 
response as set out in Appendix 1.  This will enable clear advice to be 
provided to CBC in line with the views of Local Committee, enable the plan 
to be used as a reference point for considering the transport implications of 
future planning applications, and enable the Council to support the ambitions 
set out in the plan. 

5.2 Option 2: to suggest changes to the proposed response.   

5.3 Option 3: to not respond to the plan.  This would present difficulties in giving 
clear advice to CBC in deciding whether the travel plan is appropriate for 
discharging the planning condition.  It would also mean that SL do not 
receive constructive feedback on the plan and its value as an approved 
document for considering the transport implications of future planning 
applications would be unclear. 

5.4 Option 4: to reject the plan.   

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 There are no direct resource implications arising from the recommendation 
to note the content of the Sellafield Travel Plan and endorse the response in 
Appendix A (NG 18/02/21) 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 Options 1 and 2, namely endorsing the proposed response to The Sellafield 
Travel Plan or suggesting changes to the proposed response fall squarely 
within the Local Committee’s Area Planning Functions remit within Part 2D 5 
of the Constitution. By choosing either option the Local Committee would be 
fulfilling its constitutional role.  



 

 

7.2 By choosing Options 3 or 4, namely not making any response or comment 
on the Sellafield Travel Plan or rejecting the plan outright without any 
constructive reasoning the Local Committee would fail to fulfil a core part of 
its constitutional function. 

7.3 In conclusion the Local Committee should choose Option 1 or 2 (JF 
18/02/21) 

8.0 CONCLUSIONS 

8.1 SL Travel Plan is a comprehensive and ambitious plan that continues the 
work already begun to reduce the company’s transport impacts on the local 
road network, particularly the A595, and encourage more sustainable forms 
of transport for all those involved in the Sellafield site. 

8.2 The plan includes challenging targets and shows a commitment to change.  
It commits SL to engaging with the Council to support its transport priorities, 
notably those around cycling and walking, strategic road and rail and the 
Port of Workington.  

8.3 It is recommended that the plan is endorsed by Local Committee.  

 
Angela Jones  
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
 

12th February 2021 
 
 
  
 
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 - Proposed County Council response to the Sellafield Travel Plan 
Electoral Division(s):  

 
 

Executive Decision Yes  

 

Key Decision  No 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?   N/A 

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  No 

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No 

  

 



 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

  N/A 

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?   N/A* 

   

 
N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 

expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained. 

 
 
PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
[including Local Committees] 
 
No previous relevant decisions. 
 
 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny. 
 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers. 
 

REPORT AUTHOR 
 

Contacts: Guy Kenyon (Programme Lead, Infrastructure Planning) and Martyn 
Taylor (Acting Local Area Network Manager) 

Tel: 07881 007838 (GK)         07826 875935 (MT) 

Email: Guy.Kenyon@cumbria.gov.uk.   Martyn.Taylor@cumbria.gov.uk 
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